Virginia State Head Start Association
Health Advisory Committee Meeting :
January 15, 2008 EARLY

Minutes HEAD START

. Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by
Dorothea Butts, Co-Chair.

Attendees included T.K. Barnett, Edna Bonilla, Sally Borkowski, Denise
Branscome, Ruth Brown, Vivian Davis, Helena Fedak, Lisa Forrester, June
Hague, Samantha Hayes, Sherry Hughes, Katie Humphrey, Dawn Jackson,
Malinda Langford, Sarah Monroe, Leslie Nussman, Susan Pharr, Beckie Phillips,
Heather Reese, Molly Remito, Sylvia Sosa, Dawnita Taylor and Marna Zok.

. Re-introduction New Officers: Dorothea introduced herself as the new Co-

chair of the committee and introduced Leslie Nussman as the additional co-chair.
Marna Zok will continue as the committee secretary.

. Approval of minutes from previous meeting: The minutes were reviewed and
changes were made (see attached). A motion to approve the minutes was made
by Katie Humphrey and seconded by Vivian Davis. The minutes were approved
as changed.

. Bright Smiles in the Early Head Start Programs, Susan Pharr, MCH Oral
Health Coordinator, Division of Dental Health, Virginia Dept. of Health

In preparation for Child Dental Health Month in February, Susan provided handouts that
provide classroom resources (books, songs and internet resources) for dental health
education.

Susan also had flip chart teaching guides available for sign out. “A Healthy Smile” is
targeted toward educating children and “Your Child’s Smile” is targeted toward parent
education. In addition, Susan stated that she is available to provide staff training on site.
Because schools in Richmond city are closed on February 1%, Give Kids A Smile day for
that area is rescheduled for February 8".

. Mani Aguilar, Au.D., CCC-A, Audiologist/Clinical Instructor, UVA

Mani discussed the importance of Oto-Acoustic Emissions (OAE) hearing screening in
infants and young children who are unable to respond to regular pure-tone audiometry.
She stated that OAE testing is one of the testing methods used in the 0-3-6 month
protocol for Newborn Hearing Screening. OAE screening provides an objective measure
of the functioning of the child’s hearing.

Mani presented a video on OAE hearing screening from the Utah State University ECHO
Program. The video (edited for time by Mani) outlined the OAE process. The video:
“Getting a Hearing Head Start” and ECHO handbook and information on OAE screening
along with sample letters are available on the web
(http://infanthearing.org/earlychildhood/index.html).

For programs that are interested in purchasing the OAE equipment, Mani advised that
programs consult with the state ECHO team via Maxine McKinney for advice on
equipment purchase and program implementation. Malinda Langford stated that grant




money is available for purchase of equipment, for example, through the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.

Finally, Mani stated that one program had reported a higher than normal rate of

“‘Refer” results. She recommended that additional technical assistance from the
ECHO Team was indicated.

. Denise Branscome, Head Start Collaboration

Collaboration Office Update: Denise stated that a grant proposal for Special Quest was
submitted on January 14™. The funding will provide training for Head Start and Early
Head Start programs on disabilities.

An NPDCI grant application has also been submitted. This funding will provide
leadership training to programs.

Denise has made copies of the Outcomes Report available as a handout.

The collaborative Annual Report of the collaboration office and the Va Head Start
Association is nearing completion.

Denise stated that the Governor’s Pre-K Initiative will impact Head Start with VPI
program expansion. Proposals include: an increase in the allocation formula to include
children eligible for free and reduced lunch and placing a cap on the local match. She
stated that there are space issues with the expansion and that has resulted in promotion
of public-private partnerships and promoting early childhood education councils to
increase collaboration with Head Start.

. Bethany Geldmaker, PhD., Program Director, Early Childhood Health
Cancelled

. Brian Campbell, Dept. of Medical Assistance Services, EPSTD Coordinator
Cancelled

. Malinda Langford, Region Ill Technical Assistance Specialist
There will be changes in the operation of the Virginia Head Start Association Conference
in April. Registration will be required for attendance at the HAC Meeting. There will be a
one-day registration option. The HAC meeting will be held during a workshop session,
on 2-4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 8™ The one day registration will include breakfast, lunch
and attendance at workshops and presentations for the day. Malinda stated that T&TA
funds may be used for attendance at the conference for any Head Start/EHS employee.
Malinda stated that she has begun reviewing PIR reports:
She has noted several discrepancies in Child Health reports. These include:
1. Failure to identify risk appropriately (e.g. lead exposure risk)
2. Failure to treat identified health conditions (e.g. anemia, overweight/at risk for
obesity)
Discussion ensued regarding physicians who fail to “provide a diagnosis” or to
address treatment. It was recommended that we invite representatives from
MCOs that serve FAMIS Plus enrolled children in Virginia to meet with the
HAC, and to encourage increased family interaction with the primary providers.
However, Malinda stated that it is imperative that programs identify a Plan of
Action for children with diagnosed conditions needing treatment. The plan
may include referral to WIC or a health plan nutritionist for case management
and recipes and activity recommendations for the family.
3. Children who are not up-to-date on immunizations appropriate for their age:
Malinda stated that there is some progress in this area and it is an important
measure for child preventive health. It is important that programs make



families aware of preventive services and resources.
(http://www.brightfuturesforfamilies.org/materials.shtml)
Leslie Nussman reported on Chesterfield Public Schools’ Head Start’s
collaboration with the health department to obtain immunization information
via a state information system “COCASA”.

Malinda summarized by stating that OHS expects programs to have 100% compliance.

Malinda then reported that the Reauthorization did not include anything specific to
health.

She determined that all present were familiar with the new Monitoring Protocol to
be used for Federal Reviews. She answered questions from committee members
related to grantee responsibility for knowing delegate program direct services
information; qualifications for “nutritionists” hired as employees or consultants.
Malinda asked the committee how information from the HAC is distributed to all
programs. We advised her that information is taken from the HAC to the Regional
meetings that are held and that minutes are e-mailed to all known health, disability,
family services and mental health staff that are known to the committee and/or
participate in the committee. In the past minutes have been sent to directors of
programs with no known health services staff.

Malinda requested information regarding the type of information that the committee
would like to have her present as the TA representative.

10.Round Table, Questions & Answers, Ideas for next Health Advisory
Committee Meeting.
Marna Zok has completed a draft of the revised bylaws, which was read to the
committee. The draft will be attached to these minutes for review and comments.

Sherry Black of Children’s Hospital advised the committee of the date of this year’s
Special Needs Resource Fair, which is scheduled for Saturday, April 12" from 9:30 to
1:30 p.m. at the Virginia Children’s Museum.

She distributed “Tid-Bits” calendars for families and recommended the Tid-Bits Quarterly
which is available online.

Next Meeting — Mark your calendars!
VAHSA Conference — April 8, 2008; 2-4 p.m. at the Fredericksburg Expo and Conference
Center

Respectfully submitted by Marna S. Zok



